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square near The Boltons ; he thought the house very big
and imposing, and was still more impressed by the man-
servant who opened the door. Nothing upset his admiring
wonder till he caught sight of himself in a mirror in the
room into which he had been shown, whereupon vague
feelings of disquiet invaded his satisfaction. What was
wrong he could not exactly te 1, but when he looked round
the room and then at himself he was smitten with a sense
of the incongruous. Of late, riding-breeches and moccasins
had taken the place of Sunday clothes in his idea of fitness ;
he wore, besides, a coat of a peculiarly large check, and a
huge spotted tie, while the pattern of his waistcoat had
perhaps been accountable for the glance of the man who
had admitted him. In short, he reeked of Stapleton's,

There was, however, nothing but friendship in Emily's
eyes as she greeted him, though a closer observer than
Shepherd might have noticed a start in the doorway, for
she had not seen him since his promotion to the publicity of
a waggon-board had necessitated a more striking colour-
scheme in his attire. His manners were easier than six
months ago ; he no longer sat on the edge of his chair, he
carried himself more erectly, and a truce from the rougher
kinds of labour had improved both the skin and the colour
of his hands.

She hesitated when he asked her to come out with him,
It was not, apparently, so easy as he had thought for a
nursery governess to escape from her house of bondage.
However, in this respect Emily's lot was better than that
of many, her mistress being unusually liberal of outings and
free hours ; and, though for that very reason she showed
what Claude thought an exaggerated fear of abusing her
generosity, she at last agreed to ask if she might go out
that afternoon instead of Saturday, hers by contract. Ten
minutes later she and Claude were in the Earl's Court Road,
and she had raised herself a couple of inches in his estima-
tion by hailing the right omnibus.

They went tip on the top, and for the first time since
their meeting had a good look at each other. It is to be